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New Horizons in the Ancient History of Northeast Asia:

An Archaeological Revival in the History of Puyd and its Memories

Shim Jaehoon

The archaeological excavations in the Jilin region since the 1980s have opened new vistas for
the studies of Puy0d history. The primary purpose of this review article is to introduce the main
ideas in Mark Byington's The State of Puy0 in Northeast Asia: Avchaeological and Histovical Memory
(2016). 1 will further argue critically some new issues this book proposes for the studies of
ancient Korean and Northeastern Asian history. Especially, noting the "cultural memory" of Jan
Assmann, I will support Byington's new interpretations on the foundation myths of Puyd,
Koguryd and Paekche, in which he considers the mythic narratives merely as the invention
necessary for the societies during the specific periods. Finally, I will point out the essential

vulnerabilities this book reminds me of in the studies of Old Choson in Korea.

Keywords : Mark Byington, Puyd, foundation myth, cultural memory, Old Choson



